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New Year’s Changes

IMV—F—Fa—2 | 4/ BE ek Saeeda Al

My country is warm year-round. Trinidad has 2

seasons — the dry season and the rainy/wet season.

When it comes down to the end of the year,
there’s an ever so slight change in the air — the
wind is slightly cooler, and there’s a vibrancy
thrumming through the atmosphere that hints at
the best Christmas in the world. With this time
comes amazing food, music, family, and
holidays. I felt this change in the air every year.
I looked forward to this feeling; I looked forward
to the changes that spoke to me of how far I’d
come since the beginning of that year. This is the
same thrumming I felt in the air during the winter
intensive course in December. The feeling of
inevitable endings and shiny new beginnings,

and being ready for it all.

I sat with the M2 students who were on their
final stretch of the programme, listening to their
thoughts, their progress on their Long-Term
Practice Record, and their advice for my own
practice and contemplated on this change. It’s
incredible to me to realise that I'll be an M2
student this coming fiscal year. I'm such a
different educator than I was when I started this
programme, and I could really see the change
when sitting with the M2 students. There’s so
much more ease, comfort, and confidence I feel
standing in front of the classroom and making
decisions about lessons. Rather than feeling
hesitant and unmoored like I did when I started
this programme, I feel a sense of purpose, drive,
and stability. While I’'m always learning and
discovering new things, I know what I want to

achieve and I know what I want to do for my
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long-term practice record, and it makes me so

excited to begin.

Back when I first started the programme, I
didn’t really know what to do. What I did know
is that I enjoyed teaching and wanted to get better
at it. I didn’t have any bright or specific ideas
about things to do, but I had the motivation. Now,
after each round table, each conference, my
viewpoint widens a bit more through readings
and discussing things with other local and
international teachers. This winter intensive
course was such a benchmark for me to see just

how much I’ve grown as an educator.

My practice record is based on stories and
storytelling. Storytelling is in my blood, my heart,
my soul. The process of storytelling and its
creation is a passion of mine and I think it’s so
important to life and education, and I want
students to experience that too. I’ve been
creating lessons where students read and give
their opinions on stories, find alternative endings,
and create their own stories. Why do I think this
is so vital for them? Through storytelling,
students are encouraged to have original and
critical thought — this is something I struggle to
Additionally,

language is expression and communication, and

encourage in my students.
I don’t want my students to just know about
English. I want them to use it for something real,
too, like creating their own stories. Through this,
I think students can be more motivated towards
language learning and even find joy in it. 'm
tired of hearing students say “I can’t English”
because all they’re thinking about are their
difficult tests. I’'m using storytelling to show
them a different side to English and awaken their

imagination through a foreign language.

Since I've decided on this for my Long-Term

Practice Record and started working towards it,

ot

I’ve felt freer, calmer, and more certain in the
classroom. The M2 students gave me such good
advice about the classroom that I feel so much
more confident now in front of my students.
Talking to the international teachers made me
think much more deeply about my practice.
Often when writing 1 forget small details that
only surface when I’'m asked questions, and in
the process of explaining I realise how important
it is to my journey of teacher development.
Sharing practices with international teachers
who come from different systems made me see
new angles to my practices and really opened my
mind to different things I could possibly try in
the classroom. It really made me feel like a part

of a worldwide education community.

Coming from the realisations and ideas from
this winter course, I’'m beginning my classes in
the new year with the new ideas I got from
conversations with others. One class will be
making interactive story games, and another will
be making a school newspaper. Across all my
classes, I’'ll be implementing new warmups that
get students using English before we actually
begin the class. I want more speaking
communication and thoughtful writings in the
classroom, so I’ll have free speaking activities at
the beginning of the class, and sometimes at the
end, I’ll have students do small journal entries
with things they want to ask about or tell me. I’1l
also try to talk more about myself, something that
I rarely do unless the lesson calls for it. This was
another suggestion by an M2 student. This is not
something I usually do because I focus so much
on conveying the lesson content and on the time
restrictions. However, sharing my life genuinely
with the students by telling them about my
weekend, for example, would help the mood of
the classroom and their attitudes towards me. If

they know more about my life, and how I view
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the world around me, they can feel more
comfortable with me. It’s such a warm and

informal activity and I’'m really excited about it.

I feel ready, and most importantly, confident
when I think about these things. This confidence

means that no matter what happens in my classes

I know I'm equipped to handle it. I’ll have great
warmups, share my life with my dear students,
and show them the world and how to view and
express themselves through storytelling. Little
by little this year, I’ll continue growing into an

educator my students can learn comfortably with.
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Saturday, February 22nd 15:00 — 17:20 (Japan Time)

International Initiatives on
Collaborative Learning
Teacher Education and Professional Development

Hosted by The University Of Fukui, Japan

The Fukui Roundtable is held semi-annually in February and June. The Roundtable consists of five zones (A, B, C, D, E). Zone D International provides

a platform for collaborative learning on practices and future prospects for teacher education reform inside and outside Japan.

The University of Fukui has been accepting a large number of foreign students who are engaged in teacher education through collaborative learning
and has been maintaining its ties with the past foreign students by inviting them to the Roundtable to share their previous and current practices
with practitioners from different countries. Moreover, since 2021, as part of its global development, the University of Fukui has been focusing on
the Nalikule College of Education and its demonstration school in the Republic of Malawi and following the process of their reflective lesson study.

This Zone will consist of two sessions; Symposium and “Roundtable.” In the symposium, the symposiasts will discuss the proposed approaches,
results, and challenges in their contexts. In the “Roundtable,” educators from various countries will share their practice and learn from each other in
small group discussions. We hope that these examples will encourage you to reflect upon your own practices. These sessions will also be translated
into Japanese.

Zone D Tl&. REICE T2 HBHLREUD TS Y b I+ —LEREL. ENNOKEERDOELEIR L 2AMEL. HRAZED
LEBRELEBOZUEREL, BAELZToTVEY, BHREEBAERTE. HASENSOBRZEEZZTANTLET,
BHIIVVET—ILTHE. BRE BB LLEMBEEZ T -BR2ENREROBERROFE LT >TLET, MX T, 2021
EMSIE B HFRENTOTVEI T VA HFEDT ) I LEEERRZRVUMESKEGE - EEL. FELPLOERE OHBIE
RTREECOVWTEYE-TEFELE, SEHL5IEHKE. EREEOKAUEREZRZESTTLIYR LWFELELEDREWICOVNTE
YET, 2D Zone ITBVWTIKVURSHLTOEFBNES IV RT—TILT OFRERLT. SNEBBOERRLEEABTNRES S
EDXEIFSIET, BB, Ay a EEBTOBERELYETH, B-ZQFEREZTVETOT,. CSHEOHIX. BHLAHD B
BRELE LT EE, BEILERAD Zoom l:?gﬁ‘ﬂ?'éf:&)a)v_:/\”fx’&ﬂ]ﬁ:}fﬁ%ﬁ< f2&Ly,

Lesson Study Network in Nalikule College of Education
and Malikha Community Day Secondary School, Malawi

< Symposiast > < Symposiast >
Jeremiah Kampazangula Phiri Joseph Eliyas Mbale
Lecturer, Teacher, Malikha Community Day
Nalikule College of Education, Malawi Secondary School, Malawi

[ Session I]15:00-15:40 Symposium
<Moderator> William Tjipto, University of Fukui ~ <Commenter> NUMAJIRI, Takuya, University of Fukui

[ Session II'] 16:00-17:00 Roundtable
Sharing and learning from each other’s practices in small groups. We are welcoming the following guest speakers to present their experiences:

Doaa Hashem (Egypt) Mala Manurung (Indonesia) Alwalaa Noman (Egypt)
Egypt-Japan School Obour Gloria Christian ES 1, Surabaya Egypt-Japan School Suez
Kandy Perez (Guatemala) Jose Luis Contreras Silva (Mexico) Shana Wolff (USA)
Don Bosco Salesian School of Guatemala Technical SS #161, School Zone 01, Morelia Fukui University of Technology, Japan

[ Closing ] 17:10-17:20 HASHIMOTO, Hisayo, University of Fukui (TBD)

[The United Professional Graduate School of
Professional Development of Teachers, University of Fukui ]
https://www.fu-edu.net/en/
[ Contact ] William Tjipto, wtjipto@u-fukui.ac.jp

[ Register Online at the QR Code or URL ]
https://forms.gle/9hf2K11cngsYTBEC8
(Registration closes on Monday, February 17t)
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